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Review of New Orleans files reflects the following 
information pertaining to recent statements made by WILLIAM S. 

WALTER pertaining to the assassination of President JOHN P. 

KENNEDY. 

WILLIAM STEPHAN WALTER served as a clerk in the New 
Orleans Office from 6/19/61 to 12/4/61 when he was separated to 
enter the 0. S. Army. He served in the 0. S. Army from 12/4/61 
to 8/4/62. He submitted an application to the New Orleans Office 
on 6/5/62 requesting reinstatement as a clerk. He was reinstated 
and served as a clerk in the New Orleans Office from 8/14/62 
to 9/7/66. 

ASAC JAMES O'CONNOR* Jacksonville Division* telephonically 
advised on 2/1/68 that WILLIAM WALTER telephonically contacted that 
office and advised that he was the person that was mentioned by 
GARRISON on the Johnny Carson Show the previous night. According 
to WALTER he was contacted three weeks prior to that date by 
MARK LANE and that he did not give any signed statements. WALTER 
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advised he was queried by LANE as to whether or not there was 
a TWX tnat^-went out to all offices reporting that President 
KENNEDY was to be killed which was prior to the assassination 
of President KENNEDY. WALTER said he told LANE he did not know 
whether he was on duty or not and even if he was he would not be 
in a position to give him any information. (S. 3826) 

On 2/1/68, WILLIAM WALTER telephonically contacted 
SAC D. K. BROWN, Jacksonville Division, and subsequently appeared 
at that office on the same date and was interviewed by SAC BROWN. 
WALTER advised that the Johnny Carson Show consisted of an inter- 
view with JIM GARRISON. Near the end of the show, JOHNNY CARSON 
was pressing GARRISON for new evidence he allegedly had to 
offer and GARRISON referred to MARK LANE who had been helping 
GARRISON in the investigation. GARRISON, according to WALTER'S 
recollection, said that MARK LANE had obtained from WALTER a 
sworn statement which reflected that on the morning of 11/17/63 
WALTER had received a TWX message directed to all southern regional 
offices of the FBI. The message advised that an attempt to 
assassinate President KENNEDY would be made in Dallas on 11/22/63. 
Further, that WALTER who was working alone on the mid-night to 
8:00 am shift, called the SAC of the New Orleans Office and was 
requested to call a number of agents in New Orleans and tell them 
to maint|^.n contact with various informants. GARRISON further 

2 




tv -r-a m 






~7*r 



\ 




I 



i 



alleged A jhat this affidavit quoted WALTER as saying that the 
FBI dirWtlve ordered the New Orleans Office to have various 

'S, 

agents who had conducted interviews concerning the assassination 
of President KENNEDY examine these interview reports to make sure 
there were no conflicts contained within them. The agents were ft- 

ordered to resolve the conflicts,.: prepare new reports, and destroy 
the old reports. 

WALTER advised that while a student at Tulane University 
in December, 1967, he attended a speech made by MARK LANE at 
Tulane University. LANE's speech concerned the Warren Commission 
Report, his findings from investigation of President KENNEDY'S 
assassination and the new book MARK LANE was publishing. 

Following the speech, MARK LANE held a question and 
answer period at the University Center at Tulane University 
attended by about 200 people. WALTER attended the question and 
answer session and observed MARK LANE answer a number of questions. 

LANE indicated to the audience that in the past he had been 
under surveillance by FBI Agents during his speaking activities 
and investigative activities. 

At that time WALTER was standing at the rear of the 
meeting room and a friend of Mr. WALTER, whose identity he 
does not recall, asked if Mr. WALTER was the FBI representative 
surveillltpg LANE at this time. Mr. WALTER answered that he was 
not employed by the Bureau any longer and had no interest in 
Mr. LANE whatsoever. 
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woman who was standing nearby obviously overheard 
the conversation and approached WALTER identifying herself a* 

Mrs. MARK LANE. Mrs. LANE asked WALTER whether he had ever 
been employed by the FBI and he told her that he had formerly 
been employed by the FBI as a clerical employee while going to 
Tulane University in his spare time. Mrs. LANE asked WALTER 
whether or not he would like to talk to her husband, MARK LANE, 
and he replied that he had no reason to talk to Mr. LANE and that 
he was preparing to leave. Mrs. LANE then asked if WALTER was 
employed during the time of the assassination investigation and 
he replied in the affirmative. Mrs. LANE then asked WALTER if 
he could give her the identities of any former FBI employees who 
were involved in the investigation of the assassination. WALTER 
advised that he gained the impression from this conversation that 
Mrs. LANE was interested in making contact with any former FBI 
employees whom she could interview concerning the investigation. 

WALTER told Mrs. LANE that he had resigned his position 
with the FBI about a year prior to the conversation, that he. was 
not aware of the identities of any employees who participated in 
the investigation, and that if he had such information he would 
not be at liberty to disclose it to her. 

Mrs. LANE then rather bluntly stated that "We have some 
informatfcpn indicating that the FBI knew the assassination was 
going to take place." Mrs. LANE then made a little speech to the 
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effect that if he were aware of any information along the lines 
that theTShreau knew President KENNEDY was to be assassinated at 
Dallas it was his patriotic duty, regardless of his feelings for 
the FBI, to bring this information to their attention. 

WALTER told Mrs. LANE he did not wish to talk to 
Mr. LANE and did not. wish to get involved in any type of investi- 
gation of who killed the President. Mrs. LANE told WALTER if 
he ever wanted to talk to MARK LANE he could make contact at their 
residence on Chartres Street in New Orleans and that the LANEs 
were listed in the telephone directory. WALTER then left the 
meeting . 

Shortly after this incident WALTER left New Orleans to 
go to Atlanta where he spent two weeks in a training course for 
Permacel, the industrial tape division of Johnson and Johnson. 

He returned to New Orleans the Friday before Christmas, 1967. 
Shortly after his return to New Orleans he heard a news bulletin 
on the radio to the effect that JIM GARRISON was in possession 
of a copy of a TWX message which indicated the FBI had prior 
knowledge that President KENNEDY was going to be assassinated. 
WALTER claimed that thereafter he was in constant travel status 
until 1/16/68 at which time he returned to New Orleans. 

The following morning his landlord told him that a 
group offlpen with the Detective Division of the New Orleans Police 
Department had been trying to locate him and he was furnished a 
telephone number and the name Mr. BRITAL. WALTER made contact 
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with B L who identified himself as being an employee of 
the Ne' leans District Attorney's Office and said it was 
important to make contact with WALTER immediately. 





WALTER claimed he had placed his call to BRITAL from 



a telephone booth at the BurgerKing drive-in at the corner of 
South Claiborne and Carrollton Avenues and he agreed to wait 
at that location for Mr. BRITAL. BRITAL shortly drove up with 
another individual who was identified aa an employee of the 
District Attorney's Office whose name WALTER did not recall. 

Within a moment or two a third individual, name unknown but a 
member of the District Attorney's Office, arrived in a second 
car and almost immediately thereafter Mr. and Mrs. MARK LANE 
arrived at the drive— in. Upon seeing the LANEs, WALTER immediately 
knew that they wished to talk about the Kennedy Assassination 
so he said to them, "You are teaming up on me and I refuse to 
talk about my activity in the Bureau or about President KENNEDY'* 
assassination investigation." 



that he wished to talk to MARK LANE. WALTER denied having made 
any such indication and left to get into his car. He was followed 
to his automobile by Mr. and Mrs. MARK LANE where they engaged 
him in conversation apart from the rest of the group. LANE asked 
whether WALTER was employed by the Bureau during the time of the 
investigation of the President's assassination. WALTER replied 
in the affirmative but said he had no information concerning the 
investigation. 



BRITAL asked WALTER had he not mentioned to Mrs. LANE 
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£ At this point Mr. LANE asked , "Did you receive A 
f*BX headquarters the Sunday before the assassination 






that KENNEDY was to be assassinated in Dallas, Texas?" WALTER 
replied to LANE that he was not sure he was even on duty on 
that particular date, that as part of his duties he was required 
to receive and send numerous teletypes . LANE then told WALTER 
that the American people had a right to know the full truth about 
what happened in Dallas and that LANE felt it was everyone's 
obligation to contribute to finding out the truth and if WALTER 
had any knowledge that the FBI was concealing information or that 
the FBI was aware that an assassination attempt was to be made, 
that WALTER had the duty to make it known. 

LANE then asked if WALTER had a copy of a TWX to this 
effect. WALTER told LANE he had no copy of any Bureau communications 
and that he knew of no one who did. 

At this point WALTER insisted that he had to leave to 
go to Biloxi, Mississippi, and LANE said, "I want you to know 
that all of your expenses are covered." WALTER replied that he 
had done nothing for LANE to earn expenses. LANE asked whether 
WALTER would like to go to work for JIM GARRISON. Upon receipt 
of a negative reply, LANE said that JIM GARRISON was backed by 
a group of people and he had access to a lot of money and would 
be willing to pay a lump sum for any information WALTER might be 
about to furnish MARK LANE. WALTER claimed he told LANE he had 
a job and had done nothing that would merit a lump sum payment. 
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4 g LANE was most persistent and again queried WALTER ' 
about Jl^xistence of the TWX mentioned above and in parting 
LANE asked WALTER to do him the favor of calling LANE when he 
was next in New Orleans. 

WALTER advised that he had never received or »aw_a 

teletype or o ther message c ontaining the Information bought by _ 

denied that he hed ever received 

^7 payment of any sort from LANE or GARRISON or person, aasociated 
,1th this investigation and also emphatically denied that he had 
ever furnished an affidavit or signed statement of any kind to 

these people. 

WALTER further stated that he had no conversation with 
HARR LANE or any other persons concerning an alleged ESI directive 
to the New Orleans FBI Office instructing Agents who had con- 
ducted interview, concerning the assassination of President RENNEDT 
to examine these interview report, and make sure there -ere no 
conflict, contained therein. He could recall no conversation 
concerning orders to resolve the conflicts, prepare new report. 

and destroy the old ones. (S. 3828) 

WILLIAM WALTER appeared voluntarily at the New Orleans 

Office on 2/2/68 , and advised Supervisor ERNEST C. WALL, JR., he 

had furnished complete information concerning hi. contact, with 

HARR LANi-to the SAC. Jacksonville. WALTER .tated upon return S 

to hi. apartment located at 1533 Jackson Avenue. New Orleans. 

on that date he found a letter from HA» LANE which had been 

.11*- under the door of hi. apartment. WALTER mad. available 
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the letter from LANE which is set forth as follows: 

considerable period of time has passed since 
you informed me that you would contact me. 1 have 
called the telephone number that you gave to me and 
there has been no answer. I have visited your apart- 
ment and no one has been home. 

"In the circumstances I feel that I should repeat 
my statement to you. There are two ways that the 
material that you referred to may be used. Either you 
may give to me the telegram which speaks for itself 
and I give to you the assurance again that your name 
will not be mentioned in connection with it or I reccomen d 
to Mr. Garrison that he use all of the other data available 
including a sworn statement by me as to our conversation. 

Mr. Garrison is most reluctant to utilize a statement which 
refers to you by name but if no other proof is available 
I do not see how he can do anything else. This step would 
be obviated by your delivering the telegram or a copy of 
it to me. 

"The President is dead. His murderers reamin unpunished 
and the American people uninformed as to the details ©f 
his death. You are in a position to bring about a dramatic 
chAge in that very unsatisfactory state of affairs. X 
hope you will do so voluntarily. Should you refuse to do so 
then I will advise Mr. Garrison that it is my very strong 
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opinion that a statement from me, referring in 

ffi- 

detWH. to our conversation, should be publicly released 
within the next 48 to 72 hours." 

WALTER stated approximately 2s 00 pm, 2/2/68, he called 
the telephone number listed at the bottom of the letter from 
LANE and a maid who answered the telephone furnished a telephone 
number where LANE could be reached. He called this number which 
was the telephone number of District Attorney GARRISON'S office 
and asked to speak to MARK LANE. WALTER said he told LANE he 
understood he had made the news and that he had seen the television 
program. WALTER claimed that he told LANE he did not approve of. 
what they were doing and the information attributed to him on 
the television program previously was totally false and he 
emphatically denied the statements attributed to him at any time. 

LANE informed WALTER they believed he had valuable 
information and they thought the release of this information 
on television was the best thing to do under the circumstances 
since WALTER could not be contacted. 

WALTER said he told LANE, "You mean the only thing 
you could do was to attribute statements to me on television 
that were totally false. I did not say these things to you or 
anyone else." 

% WALTER said LANE told him the best thing they could do 
would be to take him before the grand jury and find out whether 
he had any information. WALTER said he told LANE to go ahead and 
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being hU before the grand jury, that he had nothing to .ay 

and couttPonly tell the truth. 

WALTER aleo .aid he told LANE that he thought the Bureau 

was a fine organization and that he did not approve of what he 
va. trying to do by involving him in the investigation and that he 
had no information of value concerning their investigation. 
larE suggested that if a TWX message existed, WALTER should 
contact hi. friend, who were formerly employed by the FBI and 

send LANE a copy of it. 

WALTER said he has contacted attorney GUT WOOTAN in 
New Orleans with whom he intends to confer in detail in the 
Immediate future. He said he did not plan to testify before the 
Orleans Parish Grand Jury in connection with GARRISON 1 , investi- 
gation of the assassination of President KENNEDY. 

WALTER stated he had recalled additional information 
which he did not furnish during hi. interview with the SAC, 
Jacksonville . He stated that during hi. first conversation with 
bANE, lane mentioned to him that they already had information 
about the TWK message and that there were people who were putting 
their lobs on the line and their live, on the line and were 
cooperating with them. LANE did not indicate whether or not these 
people -ere employe*. »f the FBI and did not furni.h formation 
.. to Ufcir iden title. • -ALTER ..id it — hi. i»pre..ion that 
^ was endeavoring to locate disgruntled former employee, of 
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io might be persuaded to cooperate with them in their 
^lon of the assassination of President KENNEDY. (S. 382 




and S. 3833) 

0. S. Attorney LOUIS C. LACOUR, Eastern District of 
Louisiana, New Orleans, advised on 3/19/68, that approximately 
one month ago GUY WOOTAN, attorney for WILLIAM WALTER, contacted 
his office and inquired if WALTER would be in violation of Federal 
law if he testified before a state grand jury and divulged infor- 
mation obtained during his employment with the Bureau. LACOUR 
informed that Assistant U. S. Attorneys HARRY F. CONNICK and 
JOHN C. CIOLINO informed WOOTAN that research would be done on this 
question. LACOUR stated that although WOOTAN had not be advised 
of this , the research determined that there is no criminal penalty 
for violation of the Code of Federal Regulations and that WALTER, 
as a former Bureau employee , could not be prosecuted criminally 
if he divulged any information obtained during Bureau employment. 

LACOUR stated that WOOTAN inquired if the Executive 
Privilege from testifying before legislative bodies applied to 
former Bureau employees. WOOTAN was informed that this Executive 
Privilege does apply to former Bureau employees, that WALTER, 
therefore, could urge the privilege if he chose in the event he 
appears before a state grand jury. 

% 
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LACOUR stated that WOOTAN and WALTER appeared at 
his office* on the afternoon of 3/15/68 and talked with AUSAa 

CONNICK and GENE S. PALMISANO and himself. 

CONNICK and PALMISANO advised that all unanimously 
agreed that during the conference with WOOTAN present, WALTER 
stated he recalled being on duty at the New Orleans FBI Office 
from 12:00 pm Saturday, through 8:00 am on 11/17/63, and that 
he was the only individual on duty during this shift. WALTER 
recalled receiving some time during the early morning hours of 
11/17/63, a teletype which stated there would be an attempt on 
the life of President KENNEDY in connection with his trip to 

Texas. 

AUSA CONNICK recalled that WALTER stated the teletype 
v .3 addressed to the SAC, New Orleans, and other cities, possibly 
mentioned by WALTER but not recalled by CONNICK. CONNICK further 
recalled that WALTER stated the teletype reported there would be 
a possible attempt on the life of President KENNEDY in connection 
with hi. visit to Texas and that WALTER acknowledged receipt of 
this communication by typing hi. initials on the teletype machine 
and other offices receiving the communication did the same thing. 
CONNICK further recalled that WALTER stated while he doe. not 
specifically remember, he probably notified former SAC HARRY G. 
HAYNOR « the receipt of thi. communication since this 1. standard 
procedure. CONNICK further recalled that WALTER stated he doe. 
not have a copy of the teletype in question, has not furnished a 
copy to MARK LANE and has no Information as to who might possess 
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lUSA PALMISANO recalled WALTER stating he had received 




a wire communication but that he does not possess any independent 



teletype but that he normally would advise the SAC. PALMISANO 
stated that WALTER said the teletype furnished information to the 
effect that there would be an attempt on the life of President 
KENNEDY in connection with his trip to Texas. PALMISANO asked 
WALTER where the teletype originated and WALTER replied that it 
came from Washington. WALTER further stated that when he had 
been contacted by LANE following the GARRISON appearance on the 
Johnny Carson Show, he had told LANE that he knew of no such 
teletype, but that actually he lied to LANE for the reason that 
upon his departure from the FBI he had been instructed that he was 
not to divulge any information obtained by him during his Bureau 
employment. 



conference-type teletype which contained a message to the effect 
that there was to be an assassination attempt on the President 
in connection with his trip to Texas. Further, that WALTER recalled 
calling SAC MAYNOR. LACOUR asked WALTER what he did after he 
called SAC MAYNOR and WALTER replied he does not recall, but that 
he would^normally call the SAC upon receipt of a teletype of 
that nature. (S. 3937 and S. 3951) 



recollection as to what action he took following receipt of the 



DSA LACOUR recalled WALTER stating he had received a 
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^ WILLIAM WALTER was interviewed on 3/26/68 by SAC ROBERT 
G. JENSEtf%f the Memphis Division and SA WILLIAM D. MULKINS . 
WALTER said he was willing to discuss anything with the FBI# but 
on the advice of his attorney, would decline to sign anything. 

He stated that he would be in New Orleans on that weekend and 




if his attorney agreed and was present at an interview, would 



sign a statement* 

WALTER insisted that while on night duty* midnight to 
8:00 am on 11/17/63, he received a teletype. He said he was 
unable to recall the exact wording of the teletype but the 
essence of the message said there might be an assassination attempt 
on President KENNEDY in Texas. WALTER said he could not recall 
other offices that were included in this conference teletype, 
but that other southern offices were included. He did not 
specifically recall if the City of Dallas was mentioned, but 
insisted that Texas was mentioned. He insisted that he was not 

mistaken about the receipt of this teletype . 

WALTER also stated there were other clerical employees 
who knew of the receipt of the teletype. He stated some of these 
are now ex-employees but is certain some of the current employees 
also know of the teletype in question. He was asked if this was 
rumor or did he know this as a fact. WALTER stated he knew other 
employed* also knew of the teletype in question. He refused to 
identify any of the ex or current employees who had knowledge 
concerning this teletype. 
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* WALTER specifically denied that while in Jacksonville 

m 

he was miked about the receipt of this teletype. He said hie 
denials in Jacksonville pertained only to information he was 
alleged to have furnished MARK LANE. He said he was not asked 
the specific question, "Did you receive any teletype or message 
of any information concerning the possible assassination of 
President KENNEDY?" He steadfastly denied ever having furnished 
any information regarding an alleged FBI message regarding an 
attempt on the life of President KENNEDY to MARK LANE, JIM 
GARRISON, or any of their associates. He insisted that he only 
furnished information regarding this teletype to his own attorney, 
the three D. S. Attorneys in New Orleans and to the SAC, Memphis, 
and SA MUIKIBS. WALTER further insisted that he had no dealings 
of any kind with MARK LANE or his associates re any information 
in FBI possession. (S. 3859 and S. 3976) 

On 3/29/68, the Bureau instructed New Orleans to 
interview all Special Agent and Clerical personnel assigned to 
the New Orleans Office who were assigned there in November, 1963, 
regarding any knowledge of FBI teletype or other message to New 
Orleans dated 11/17/63 reporting a possible threat to President 
KENNEDY in connection with his trip to Texas, and to determine 
whether any employee had been contacted by WILLIAM S . WALTER or 
anyone c?|se attempting to ascertain whether such FBI communication 
exists. (S. 3970) 
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All employees of the New Orleans Office who were 
assign JL this office in November, 1963, were interviewed 
on 3/30/68 and all denied any knowledge of the receipt of any 
teletype or other type of communication on 11/17/63, containing 
information that there might be an assassination attempt on 
President KENNEDY in Texas. These employees also stated WILLIAM 
S. WALTER nor anyone else had contacted them in an effort to 
determine whether such a communication exists. The identities 
of the employees interviewed are maintained in the file. (S. 3976) 
The Cincinnati Division made availalbe a verbatim trans- 
script of a taped television show of BOB BRAUN, Station WLW-TV, 
of an interview with MARK LANE on 3/15/68. This tape revealed 
that LANE made derogatory statements concerning the FBI and, 
in addition, that the Security Clerk of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in New Orleans whose name is WILLIAM S. WALTER, 
had told him personally that he was a Security Clerk during 
November, 1963, which meant he was on guard alone in the office 
from midnight until 8 in the morning. A telegram was sent to 
the southern regional offices Which arrived early in the morning 
of the 17th and came from. the Washington Office of the FBI, the 
Headquarters, and it said an attempt would be made to assassinate 
President KENNEDY in Dallas in five days on November 22nd. 



* 
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lane al JO said that sometime after this message was sent by 
the WasmL-rtgton Office of the FBI to its regional offices all 
around the country, a decision undoubtedly was made not to 
communicate this to President KENNEDY because he drove into 
Dallas in an open car right into that ambush and was hilled and 
had he been informed of that telegram information which hundreds 
of FBI agents in America knew in the southern portion <f the 
United States, he obviously would not have been killed. (S. 3980) 

Former SAC HARRY G. MAYNOR was interviewed on 3/27/68 
at which time he categorically denied all allegations made by 
former Security Patrol Clerk WILLIAM S. WALTER regarding receipt 
of an alleged communication from FBI Headquarters on 11/17/63 
indicating there would be an assassination attempt on the President. 
Mr. MAYNOR also denied Special Agent personnel investigating the 
assassination were instructed to resolve conflicts in reports by. j 
changing, altering or destroying investigative reports. (S. 3993 
and S. 3994) 

Former SAC D. K. BROWN of the Jacksonville Division 
was interviewed 4/15/68 regarding his interview with WILLIAM S. 
WALTER on 2/1/68. BROWN recalled that WALTER was interviewed by 
him in the presence of his secretary, CLARISSA DAVIDSON, and 
that Mrs. DAVIDSON took down WALTER'S statement in shorthand , 
and thatfcthe only thing BROWN had to do with the interview was 
keep the 'contents in context. BROWN advised that WALTER told 
him he had never received or saw a teletype or any other message 
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containing the information regarding the assassination of ' 

Pres id^»*- KENNEDY while he was employed with the Bureau. (S. 40 

Former SAC D. K. BROWN, Jacksonville Division, was 
recontacted 4/22/68 and advised that the shorthand notes of 
CLARISSA DAVIDSON which are the basis of Jacksonville's Letterhead 

4 

Memorandum reflecting the personal interview of WALTER on 2/1/68, 
are in existence and pursuant to Bureau instructions are being 
preserved by her. (S. 4018) 

WILLIAM S. WALTER was interviewed on 5/16/68 at Nashville, 

i 

Tennessee, •'by SA LAWRENCE J. OLSON, SR., and WILLIAM D. MULKINS. 
WALTER was questioned as to whether he had in his possession a 
Government document or copy of such a document pertaining to the 
assassination of President JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY. WALTER 
emphatically denied having any Government documents or a copy of 
such a document regarding the assassination of President KENNEDY. 
WALTER was asked if he had in his possession any Government 
documents or copy of a portion of a document and he denied possession 
of same. WALTER was asked as to whether he had made a copy of 
any Government document and furnished copy of them to any person. 
WALTER denied that he had ever made copies of Government documents 
or gave them to anyone. WALTER was also questioned as to whether 
or not he took with him any Government documents of any kind 
and specifically a copy of any teletype communication that may have 
been received by the New Orleans Office of the FBI when he left 
his employment with the Department of Justice. WALTER denied that 




19 



■ •S 

V. 



. ) 



ho took^a 
tine he^ 



iy Government documents with hin of any kind at the 
rft his employment with the Department of Justice. 



(S. 4057) 
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